
Give due credit to local advocates, not Governor, for 
Appalachian Community Grant Program Funding 
 

I appreciate the Vindicator’s coverage of funding announcements from the Appalachian 
Community Grant Program, however, we shouldn’t expect so little for ourselves. This is an 
important and new investment in our part of the state, one that paved the way for revitaliza-
tion and transformation in our area. That is in no small part because of the unique collabora-
tion of regional stakeholders that made their presence known in Columbus. Passionately and 
professionally, they put their best foot forward in pursuit of making our communities strong-
er, and that effort is where our brighter future lies.  
 
These advocates like Lyle Huffman and Guy Covelli with the Chamber, Struthers Mayor 
Catherine Cercone Miller, the Port Authority, Kristen Olmi and her team, Josh Prest, local 
businesses, local nonprofits, and most importantly Jim Kinnick and his team at Eastgate Re-
gional Council of Governments came together in common purpose in a way we haven’t seen 
in a long time. Despite the disadvantage that comes with being the farthest drive to the 
Statehouse, they put in the hours, took meetings, wrote letters, made phone calls, and 
dropped in on decision makers. Our neighbors did right by us in bringing all the pomp and 
circumstance that Mahoning Valley deserves.  
 
You would think, given the Governor’s four appearances in the last year or Al Cutrona’s “fair 
share of the pie” comments, that this local grandeur was being recognized and reciprocated 
by the state. Am I happy we received some funding? Absolutely - and a large portion of that 
credit should be given to the federal American Rescue Plan that gave us those dollars and 
President Joe Biden and U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown who passed that law, even if the Gover-
nor never acknowledges them. But should we be satisfied and thrilled when Eastgate receives 
$20M of the $156M requested (less than 13%) from a $500M “pie” designed to strategically 
invest in projects that will result in sustainable and transformational outcomes and include 
health care, infrastructure, and workforce components? 
 
No. 
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https://www.vindy.com/opinion/editorials/2024/05/appalachian-money-will-lead-to-a-brighter-future-in-valley/
https://ohiohouse.gov/members/lauren-mcnally/news/rep-mcnally-announces-support-for-18-mahoning-county-projects-in-appalachian-community-grant-program-application-117683
https://www.vindy.com/news/local-news/2024/05/dewine-wades-into-valley-with-14-2m-for-riverfront-upgrades/
https://www.vindy.com/news/local-news/2024/05/dewine-wades-into-valley-with-14-2m-for-riverfront-upgrades/


 
Of the top 10 most populous towns in Appalachia, four are in Mahoning Valley. At nearly 60k 
the City of Youngstown has more residents than all of Lawrence County (56k) who received 
just over $152M, or 7.5x more, funding in the final round of grant making than Mahoning 
County (225k). The Ross County Commissioners secured just over $154M for their regional 
project. 77k people live in Ross County. If you divide the 32 county Appalachia region into 4 
economic development districts, each would’ve received $125M. Ours did not, despite having 
significantly higher potential impact when it comes to the downtown revitalization efforts 
these dollars were meant to target. 
 
However you slice this “pie,” we deserved a bigger piece.  
 
I hope our advocates keep their appetite for real transformation and keep showing their spir-
it in Columbus. Let’s work together to keep meeting the needs you brilliantly championed 
for. Stay hungry.  
 

June 1, 2024 The Vindicator Guest Column by Representative Lauren McNally 

district59-leave@list.ohiohouse.gov  

https://development.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/21f81533-2fba-4bd5-a8a9-9c5a5b18cad9/Regional-Appalachia.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-21f81533-2fba-4bd5-a8a9-9c5a5b18cad9-oPrbsVU
https://data.census.gov/profile?q=Youngstown%20city,%20Ohio%20Populations%20and%20People
https://data.census.gov/profile/Lawrence_County,_Ohio?g=050XX00US39087
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/mahoningcountyohio/PST045223
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/rosscountyohio/TAW120217
https://www.vindy.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2024/06/local-advocates-not-dewine-deserve-credit/
mailto:districtXX-leave@list.ohiohouse.gov

