
 

 

State Representative Richard Dell’Aquila 

| July 2024 

Ohio House District 15  
(614) 466-3100 | rep15@ohiohouse.gov |   @RickDellAquila |         facebook.com/RepDellAquila 

Dear Neighbors, 

It has been an extraordinarily busy few weeks here in Columbus. As I am writing this 

letter, the House is recessing for our dinner break after a day long voting session on a 

number of bills. We are returning back later his evening to consider several more pieces 

of legislation, and also a few bills for possible concurrence coming to the House from 

the Senate. 

 

In this newsletter, you will find information on the approximately $100 Million in Capi-

tal Fund investments for projects we were able to obtain for District 15 and for all of 

Cuyahoga County, as well as a short history regarding the historical significance of our 

Independence Day celebration. Hopefully you will find this information interesting and 

useful, along with the other  items herein. 

 

Well, time is drawing short and I am about to return from my office to the Statehouse to 

complete the rest of my work there.  As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to my 

office if I can ever be of assistance to you and your family.  

 

I wish you and your families an enjoyable and, most importantly, safe Fourth of July hol-

iday!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard Dell’Aquila 

State Representative Richard Dell’Aquila 

77 South High Street, 11th Floor 

Columbus, OH 43215 

Office: (614) 466-3100  

 

Committees: 

•Financial Institutions (Ranking Member) 

•Aviation and Aerospace 

•Commerce and Labor 

•Economic and Workforce Development 

•Ways and Means 

• 9-1-1 Steering Committee 

 

https://twitter.com/rickdellaquila
https://www.facebook.com/RepDellAquila


Independence Day 

Independence Day, July 4th, is the day we celebrate 

the birthday of the United States of America. It is rec-

ognized as the day in 1776 when the Continental Con-

gress adopted the Declaration of Independence, by 

which the original thirteen colonies declared their 

freedom from British rule.  
 

Before that date, friction between the colonies and Great Britain had been growing for years. The colo-

nies wanted more authority over their own governance and taxation. However, the British monarchy 

was suffering financial problems after the Seven Years War (a world war with France we in North 

America called the “French and Indian War”). Parliament decided that the colonies should help pay 

the expenses incurred for their defense in that war, and passed various tax laws opposed by the colo-

nists for which their opinions were not considered beforehand. This controversy became embodied in 

the now famous objection, “No taxation without representation.” 

 

One of the heavy taxes the colonists objected to was for tea imported from Britain. In 1773, angry colo-

nists raided British ships in Boston Harbor and dumped their cargoes of tea overboard, now known as 

the “Boston Tea Party.” An angry Parliament then passed a series of laws to punish the colonists, 

which were criticized here as the “Intolerable Acts.” 

 

In the following year, trying to convince Britain to change these policies, the First Continental Con-

gress decided that the colonies would no longer trade with Britain or even use British goods. As the 

angry rift between both sides grew wider, Britain expanded these policies until 1775, when the Revolu-

tionary War began at Bunker Hill between Massachusetts colonists and the British army. King George 

III would not address the colonies’ grievances, which lead to the formal resolution of independence 

from Great Britain written by Thomas Jefferson, with some editing by Benjamin Franklin and John Ad-

ams. On July 4, 1776, Congress adopted the final draft of the Declaration of Independence, which fa-

mously states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.”   

 

We are fortunate that this noble expression has become one of the pillars of our republic. However, 

some of our citizens, many who fought and died for our independence were not allowed to share in 

the realization of those ideals until achieving their freedom in the Civil War. By a remarkable coinci-

dence, both Thomas Jefferson, a slaveholding president from Virginia, and John Adams, a non-

slaveholding president from Massachusetts both died on July 4, 1826.  

 

Thanks to the work of these remarkable individuals, today the United State of America stands as the 

greatest country in the world, where we are free to believe as we will, achieve as we can, and truly en-

joy the gifts of freedom the Framers crafted for us in our founding documents. As we enjoy that which 

was built for us, we must also remember to preserve it.  So, as we celebrate another Independence Day 

with parades, fireworks, speeches, and barbecues, it is important to pass along that legacy to our de-

scendants together with these reminders.  Happy Independence Day 2024 to all of you! 



Advocacy and Around the District 

 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY—Due to 
critical capacity, Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Animal Shelter is offering re-
duced option fees on all dogs. 
CCAS is open from Tuesday 
through Saturday from 
10:30am—4:00pm, and Sunday 
from 12:00pm to 4:00pm. Click 
here to view available and lost pets.  

 

BROADVIEW 
HEIGHTS—Home 
Days returns on July 
11th-14th! Click here to 
see the full schedule 
list and to learn more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEVEN HILLS—Home Days 
are July 19th—21st! Make sure 
to see the other attached 
schedule for a full list of 
events, as well as the upcoming 
Farmers Market times for the 
rest of the season. Click here 
for the Seven Hills website 
page on this year’s Home Days. 

 

 

 

 

https://animalshelter.cuyahogacounty.gov/
https://animalshelter.cuyahogacounty.gov/
https://www.broadview-heights.org/372/Home-Days
https://www.sevenhillsohio.org/seven-hills-events/seven-hills-home-days


Communication Updates 

DISTRICT 15—With Summer here, it can be a challenging time for families and those 

with children and teens to provide constructive and safe activities during these months. 

Across Cuyahoga County, there are several programs that you and your family may be in-

terested in: 

• Out-of-School Time Activities: Programs and activities for older kids and teens.  

• Youth Advocacy and Leadership Council: Focuses on youth leadership development.  

• Summer Food Programs: Ensure children have access to nutritious meals throughout 
the summer.  

 

DISTRICT 15—On behalf of the U.S. Department of Justice Office of Community-
Oriented Policing Services, below is a federal funding opportunity for local law enforce-
ment called the Safer Outcomes Program. 

The Safer Outcomes program supports training on de-escalation and crisis response for 
law enforcement officers, support personnel working with law enforcement agencies, and 
mental health professionals involved in crisis intervention teams either as law enforce-
ment agency employees or under a legal agreement with a law enforcement agency.  

 

The 2024 Safer Outcomes program will have three main components:  

1. Integrating the curriculum for law enforcement academies and state-level training 
commissions. 

2. Expanding regional de-escalation training centers. 

3. Providing support for law enforcement agencies. 

 

Applications are due by July 30, 2024, at 4:59 PM ET. Please click here for more infor-
mation on the 2024 Safer Outcomes program. You can also find more information about 
other grants offered by the Office of Community-Orientated Policing Services (COPS) at 
https://cops.usdoj.gov/grants.  

 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY—The county recently announced its participation in the Benefit 
Bridge Program—a pilot program through the Ohio Department of Job and Family Ser-
vices to support those who see a decrease in government assistance due to obtaining new 
employment or a raise in wages.  

The Benefit Bridge program lasts 18 months and helps recipients maintain employment 
while transitioning over the benefit cliff. The program offers support services, financial 
wellness planning, as well as earned cash initiatives. Individuals must meet certain criteria 
to be selected for the program.  

To apply or check your eligibility for the program, visit the Cuyahoga County HHS website 
by clicking here.  

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/2yd1749y.r.us-west-2.awstrack.me/L0/https:*2F*2Fcops.usdoj.gov*2Fsaferoutcomes/1/0101018fca8fd056-0599aa93-3df8-4d5f-aa09-b79e2f9ca4b6-000000/d17FBEEn_RHjONQ_9ZXNEkvXsdY=377__;JSUl!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!PVCQjUE
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cops.usdoj.gov/grants__;!!AC6e5FAr!zqZ2xWfGQI-V78ZP9Ns5EXizCYEuNWeGKqBgVUCjwEnXErfv7zM_sxmKgRcYuShHdLPwnHWeWBZ2djj2MFQnhR15zvscNkfEtA$
https://hhs.cuyahogacounty.gov/departments/cjfs/benefit-bridge-program/benefit-bridge-application


Legislative Updates 

 

Capital Budget: On June 26th, the Ohio House 

passed HB 2—the legislation that will provide Cap-

ital Budget and One Time Strategic Community In-

vestment funding for community projects across 

the state. Of the millions in funding, below are sev-

eral highlights with respect to District 15 and Cuya-

hoga County: 

• Cuyahoga County Northcoast Connector 
($20,000,000) 

• Bedrock Riverfront Development ($8,000,000) 

• Cleveland Port Bulk Terminal Modernization 
($5,000,000) 

• Cleveland Zoo Primate Forest ($2,000,000) 

• Brooklyn Veteran’s Memorial Park ($500,000) 

• Seven Hills Fire Department ($500,000) 

 

Additionally, House Bill 2 includes millions in budget funding for state entities to the fol-
lowing: 

• $600M to provide funding for K-12 school classroom facility projects. 

• $575M for the Public Works Commission to issue grants and loans to local governments 
for road and bridge projects, fresh water treatment and distribution systems, 
wastewater collection and treatment facilities, storm sewer systems, and solid waste 
disposal facilities. 

• $415.7M for state-supported higher education institutions to conduct construction of 
new facilities, major renovations of existing facilities, or basic renovations at public 
universities and their regional campuses and community colleges. 

 

Session—In addition to HB 2, there were a litany 
of other bills that were heard during the marathon 
Session on June 26th; sending dozens of bills to the 
Senate and the Governor’s desk before Summer 
Recess. There were several bills of note—some 
great for Ohio and some not so great—that were 
passed: 

• HB 47 would require automated external defibrillators (AEDs) in all Ohio public 
schools, charter schools, and athletic facilities of medium size or larger.  

• HB 56 would ban stunt driving and street takeovers—called “hooning” - and increases 
such penalties. 

• SB 104—originally a bill to revise the College Credit Plus (CCP) Program—was amend-
ed to require a provision that all K-12 schools and colleges in Ohio that violates the 
Ohio Constitution “one issue” Rule by adding a restriction for transgender access to re-
strooms and locker rooms. 

 

While we passed a substantial amount of beneficial legislation, some members continued 
to push for unnecessary and controversial bills late in the evening when most Ohioans are 
either asleep or otherwise unaware of their actions. This is how SB 104 was passed close to 
11:00pm on the 26th, after nearly 12 hours near the end of our busy voting Session).  

 

 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/sb104


Legislative Updates (continued) 

 

Aviation and Aerospace—You may have seen a recent Gazette article detailing Seven 
Hills and the continuing dialogue around intrusive drone use. While City Council will be 
deliberating on whether to take action before the state legislature formalizes guidance, I 
wanted to share what the House Aviation and Aerospace Committee has been doing to as-
sist.  

HB 149 – passed out of committee—would es-
tablish procedures and a framework for which 
law enforcement can utilize unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) to conduct their own opera-
tions, while also prioritizing the privacy and se-
curity of communities and individuals that are 
unrelated to any criminal proceedings or inves-
tigations.  

 

 

Further, HB 149 would allow UAV flight data to be public record and allows any person ac-
cused of a crime to obtain through the discovery process information acquired by UAVs. 

While there still needs to be a House vote before the Senate deliberates, I hope such legis-
lation is quickly signed into law so that our local communities have a structure within 
Ohio law to combat unconstitutional or otherwise intrusive drone usage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/135/hb149

